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Our Beginnings 

 Soon after the close of the Civil War, a few families from 
Whiteville, NC, decided to move to Florida. With meager means, 
they arrived by boat to Mellonville, FL, which is now present day 
Sanford. From there, they arrived at Salary’s Wharf on Lake 
Jessup and completed their long journey by oxen and cart to the 
North side of Lake Picket.  
 The following families joined together to organize the 
first church: William Canada Jacobs and his wife, Dorcas Long 
Jacobs. Their daughter Prudence Jacobs Long and her husband, 
Thomas Pickney Long; Son Joshua Pickney Jacobs and his wife, 
Mary Simmons Jacobs; Daughter Dorcas “Kitty” Jacobs Sim-
mons and her husband, Doctor Franklin Simmons (The cousin 
of Mary Simmons Jacobs); and their son, Gaston Mayers Jacobs 
and his wife, Mary Ann “Polly” Long Jacobs. Also with them, 
Albert Gallatin Roberts and his wife, Anne Mizell Roberts; Their 
daughter Mary Roberts Taylor and her husband William Larkin 
Taylor; Anne Mizell Roberts’ brother, Sherrif David Mizell and 
his wife, Angeline May Mizell. Also James Felix Harrell, his wife, 
Effie White Harrell, and John W. Tanner and his wife. 
 These families originally held their first meetings in the 
little log cabin home of William Canada Jacobs. These home 
meetings continued for many months. As soon as they were able 
and weather permitted, the men began constructing a little log 
church on a hill between Lake Pickett and Old Fort Christmas 
Road. They began construction by hewing thick log boards using 
the broad-axe for flooring. They secured the floor in place using 
hand-made wooden pegs and bored holes in the floor and sills to 
accommodate the pegs. They made backless benches from wide, 
light-wood logs and pegs were put in place to serve as legs. 

 Kay Williams holds a very special place 
at First Baptist Chuluota. As the last member of 
our original founding families, her roots run deep 
in our church’s history. Her 2nd great grandfa-
ther, William C. Jacobs, who was a founding 
member , helped establish our church and its 
ministry, which has endured for 150 years. 

 Though Kay’s childhood took her many 
places due to her father’s military service, her 
heart was always tied to Chuluota.  When it came 
time for her to marry, she returned home and 
was wed right here at FBC Chuluota, where she 
also raised her family. 

Miss Kay’s great-grandparents, 
Noah and Sally Jacobs in front of 

our previous wooden building.  

 Kay has not only carried 
her own family’s history but has 
also preserved the history of our 
church. Her continued member-
ship and love for the Lord are a 
testimony of God’s faithfulness 
through the generations. We are 
grateful for her legacy and her 
presence among us. 

Miss Kay shares church history with Adrinne and 
Jeff Miller, and Jasmine Decker. 

 Pastor Troy Peeples entered 
Ministry in 2001 and has faithfully 
served churches across Florida and 
Texas. He joined our church family in 
2019,  at the start of the covid pan-
demic and guided us with strength 
and faith through uncertain times. A 
devoted husband to his wife, Torrie, 
and proud father of five daughters, 
Pastor Troy continues to lead our 
growing church as we work within 
our community. 



Reverend Robert William Lawton (B.1847-D.1909) served for 30 years 

Reverend James W. Savage (B.1835-D.1916) served for 1 year 

Reverend Alexander Dowling Tindall (B.1825-D.1899)  served 1 year  

Reverend M. S. Simmons served for 1 year 

Reverend Thomas Jefferson Bell (B.1840-D.1913) served for 4 years 

Reverend William Martin served for 2 years 

Reverend E. A. Milton (B. 1878-D.1964) served for 7 years 

Reverend Banner H. Guy (B. 1863-D.1921) served for 2 years 

Reverend A. A. Wainright served for 1 year 

Reverend Jas E. Day served for 1 year 

Reverend Camp 

Reverend Robert William Dickert (B. 1888-D.1975) 

Reverend Finch 

Reverend Walter Routh Jr. (B.1934-D.2011) served in the mid 1950s 

Reverend Thompson 

Reverend Sam Whatley  

Reverend Bennett Freeman Hall (B.1914-D.2005) twin brother of Lafayette Hall 

Reverend Lafayette “Fayette” Lyon Hall (B.1914-D.1995) twin brother of Bennett Hall 

Reverend Joseph T. Warden (B.1921-D.1982) served in the 1960s 

Reverend Josh Long served 1 1/2 years 

Reverend Victor Mawby (B.1924-D.2016) served for 3 years 

Reverend Charles Swaggerty served for 33 years from the 1960s through the 1990s 

Reverend Wade Singleton 

Reverend Phil McCullough served in the early 1990s 

Reverend Richard Mays served for 23 years from 1996-2019 

Reverend Dennis Littleton 

Reverend Troy Peeples began serving in 2019 to today 

Our Pastors 

This is the home of founder Mary Simmons Jacob’s parents.  
It is on display nearby at the Fort Christmas Historical Park. 

William Canada Jacobs (B.1820-D.1897) and 
wife Dorcas Long Jacobs (B.1826-D.1898) 

Doctor Franklin 
Simmons 

(B.1853-D.1934) 

Dorcas Jacobs 
Simmons 

(B.1853-D.1904) 

Gaston Meyers Jacobs  
(B.1854-D.1947) 

Mary Ann “Polly” Long 
Jacobs  (B.1857-D.1940) 

Our Church Founders... 

Early church founder, Sherrif Da-
vid Mizell was the first Sheriff of 

Orange County. The Mizell family 
had a Hatfield/McCoy style feud 
with the Barber family in 1870.  

Sheriff Mizell was ambushed, shot 
and killed on Barber property. The 
Mizell family homestead was locat-

ed on the current Leu Gardens 
property. Although the date of his 
death predates the church found-
ing, he and his wife are listed as a 
founding members on numerous 

church documents. 

Left is Sherrif David Mizell (B. 1833-D.1870) 
and above is his wife Angeline May Mizelle 

(B. 1837-D.1911) and their children. 



 People traveled to church from near and far by foot or by oxcart. 
The first Sunday school was taught in the little log church by Albert Rob-
erts. The songs were lined out by the minister and everyone present knelt 
during prayers. There was an “Amen corner” that was reserved for the dea-
cons, church officers, and other elderly members. A mourner’s bench was 
provided for those who were seeking salvation of the souls of their loved 
ones and for those who were seeking Christ for themselves. During Bap-
tisms, the deacons removed their shoes and knelt by the water’s edge to 
prevent walking on sacred ground. 
 In 1888,  they abandoned their little log church and a new church 
was built on the east side of where the church sits today. This church build-
ing was dedicated as Harmony Baptist Church of Chuluota. School was 
held in the church building five days a week and church services were only 
held once a month.  
 When a local sawmill was built a few years later, machine–sawed 
lumber became available to the community. It was at this time that a new 
wood church building was constructed. This was the first time the church 
had glass windows. Services were held in the new church building once a 
month on Sunday preceded by a conference on Saturday. 

Reverend Robert William Lawton 
(B.  1847-D.1909)  

Our first pastor, Robert W. Lawton was born on his family’s plantation in Georgia in 
1847. A civil war veteran, he married his wife, Mary in 1872. He entered the Christian 
ministry at the age of 26 in the mission-
ary Baptist Church, becoming one of the 
early pastors at the First Baptist Church 
of Oviedo, Florida. He would walk once 
a month to Fort Christmas from Oviedo 
to preach at Pine Grove Baptist Church 
until the congregation there bought him 
a horse. In the middle 1890s, the Rev. 
Lawton was elected to the Orange 
County School Board, a position in 
which he served until his death. He pas-
tored our church until the time of his 
death.  His last sermon was preached at 
our church on the third Sunday of Octo-
ber, 1909, at the memorial service for his 
life-long friend, Mr. John Pickney Ja-
cobs. Through the years, he also pas-
tored in Geneva, Fort Christmas, Osteen, Oviedo, and Longwood. He was known as a 
man of perfect integrity, honor, and defender of justice.  

 Presently, as we mark the 150 years since our church’s beginning, 
we find ourselves once again in a time of transition. The many children who 
were once the heartbeat of our ministry have grown and our focus has 
shifted towards a thriving and expanding youth ministry. On Sunday morn-
ings, we offer Sunday school for all ages and spend time worshiping togeth-
er during our weekly services. Our Wednesday night evenings are also en-
tering a season of change, but we are assured that God will move us in the 
right direction, as he always has. We will continue to walk the same way that 
we always have, though prayer and faith. 

 We look forward to a new season as the Lord leads us as we trust 
in His guiding hand, just as the many generations have before us. We 
pray that we will continue our legacy of sharing God’s love and serving 
the community that we were founded to serve.  

Easter Sunday Worship Service 2025 

Some of our youth, Spring 2024 



 In the year 2020, like so many other 
churches, we faced a new challenge: The 
covid pandemic. For a short time, our 
doors were closed, but we still remained 
connected as a church body, encouraging 
one another through a strange time. It was 
also a season of change as we had just said 
goodbye to our longtime pastor, Richard 
Mays and were adjusting to the leadership 
of our current pastor, Troy Peeples. By 
God’s grace, and under Pastor Troy’s guid-

ance, we weathered the uncertainty together and re-opened our doors earlier 
than many other churches within our surrounding communities. Though 
membership has shifted over the years, God has continued to send new 
members to join along side long-standing members to carry the torch that 
has been passed down since our church’s foundation. Together, we have 
also taken the time to refresh and take care of our church buildings that 
have housed so many prayers, meetings, and fellowship. 

 In the twenty-five years since the start of the new millennium, our 
church has walked through many seasons together. Through every season, 
God provided and our ministry continued. We have been blessed to offer  
Sunday school, children’s programs, and Wednesday evening prayer meetings. 
Along the way, we developed a Sports program for the children in our com-
munity that grew to include baseball, soccer, and flag football. This incredible 
outreach allowed us to share Christ’s love to 
many in the community and surrounding areas. 
As God brought growth, there was an increasing 
need for more room to house our youngest 
members. Our nursery building was completed 
debt-free in just a few years. What a beautiful 
reminder of how far we have come from the ear-
ly days when our “nursery” consisted of quilts on 
the floor in the back of the church. Our nursery building in 2025 

Our fifth Sunday “Dinner on the 
Grounds” is still observed today. 

 During this time, Mr. Hampton Bradford taught singing school. His 
wife, Louisa Simmons Bradford was the sister of Mary Simmons Jacobs. 
“Uncle Hamp”, as he was known, taught songs using a tuning fork as his 
only form of music. He would teach one line of music at a time repetitiously 
until it was learned by the congregation. One of the favorite hymns of the 
day was “How Firm a Foundation, Ye 
Saints of the Lord”  
 William C. Jacobs, who was 
known as “Grandpappy” called all meet-
ings to order by using a small handbell, 
which was still at the church in 1973 at 
it’s 100th anniversary. As families filed in, 
they separated. The men would seat 
themselves on the right side and the 
women on the left, which was an old pu-
ritan custom. They were seated under the 
flickering light of the small kerosene 
lamps that were attached to the walls on 
swinging brackets.  
 The church nursery consisted of 
hand-made quilts spread out on the floor 
in the back of the church. Babies were 
kept quiet by being given home-made 
molasses cookies.  

The first wooden church building built in 1888 



 Our next house of worship was a much larger building that was 
adjacent to our present building. This building was a white board con-
structed building that consisted of one large room with an elevated ros-
trum in the east end. In that building, there was a hand-made pulpit made 
by a Mr. Machon. It was a prized possession that was brought over when 
the current sanctuary was built. It is believed to be the same pulpit we use 
today.  There were also wooden benches that were hand-made for that 
building. The church building was equipped with a pedal organ that was 
played by Mrs. Frank Phil-
lips, the first church musi-
cian.  
  There were no 
classrooms as the church 
building was just one large 
room, so teachers and pu-
pils met outside under the 
spreading oak trees to hold 
their Sunday school classes. 
During this time, services 
were held twice a month in 
the afternoon and  they 
would join together for 
“Dinner on the Ground”, a 
tradition that we still keep 
alive today. These meals 
would be eaten over a long table with benches and a shelter was erected 
on the grounds for shade from the hot Florida sun. Families would come 
from near and far with baskets overflowing with home baked pastries, 
home-grown vegetables, and dishes of wild game which abounded in the 
countryside.  
 Until our present building was completed, baptismal services were 
held at a nearby lake. Joshua Tilden Jacobs, who went by “Tilden” and his 
wife, Minnette (Minnie) Blackburn Jacobs were very active members dur-
ing this time. Joshua was the son of Joshua Pickney Jacobs and Mary Sim-
mons Jacobs, who were charter members. He was an active deacon and 
always faithful in placing floral arrangements in the church and decorated 
for weddings held there.  His wife, Minnie played the pedal organ for 
church services. Their home, which was named “The Palms” was located 
on Lake Mills and it was open to all candidates for baptism before and af-
ter services.  
 

  The church had a heavy em-
phasis on community ministry, as it 
does still today. At this time, they 
had the “Hallmark Team”, which 
was a group of musicians, singers, 
and other church members who 
cared enough to “send the very best” 
and would serve monthly by con-
ducting worship services as the Or-
lando Union Mission men’s shelter 
and also did various community 
events. They also visited local assist-
ed living facility residents. The min-
istry staff of the church also estab-
lished an outreach ministry to the 
officers and staff of the Oviedo Po-
lice Department, in which they min-
istered as department chaplains.   

The 125th anniversary celebration of our church in 2000 

 Pastor Richard Mays answered God’s call to 
ministry after a career in law enforcement, beginning his 
journey at New Orleans Theological Seminary. In 1996, 
he and his wife Linda were called to our church, where 
he served faithfully for 23 years. This was his first and 
only church in which he considered a joy to minister 
alongside his church family. Pastor Mays led with humili-
ty and dedication. He was deeply loved by everyone 
within the church. He retired in 2019, leaving behind a 
legacy of faith, love, and steadfast service. 



 In the year 2000, the new 
millennium marked the 125th anni-
versary of the church. The sur-
rounding areas at this time experi-
enced tremendous growth and de-
velopment.  The church at this time 
was very family oriented. It had a 
vibrant youth group and offered 
mission-minded activities for grade 
school children. The worship ser-
vices blended contemporary along 
with traditional hymns. Fifth Sun-
day dinner on the grounds and time 
of singing recalled the earliest be-
ginnings of the church. 

Pastor Richard Mays’ retirement in 2019 

 As the descendants of the original charter members grew up, they 
took their places and assumed duties of various natures in the church. 
Among these positions were deacons, Sunday school teachers and superin-
tendents, musicians, and choir members, always ready to serve in any capac-
ity. Eventually, Evelyn Jacobs Fore became the organist after beginning pi-
ano for services at an early age. Verlie Prevatt Hamil also took on providing 
floral arrangements that added to an attitude of worship. 
 As the congregation increased in size, it was realized that expanding 
the church building was necessary, and so construction on our present 
church building was begun. 

Back row (Standing): Gaston Jacobs, Gabe Long, Noah Jacobs, Daniel Simmons, and 
Evans Snyder. Front row (sitting) Pollyann Jacobs, Molly Long, Sally Jacobs, Edith 
Simmons, Edith Snyder, and Maggie Bently in front of the second wooden church 

building that housed the church before the building we have today. 

An undated 
photo of a 

local baptism 
on a lake in 

the area. 



 In the year 1955, construction 
on our present church building began. 
The congregation, along with five of 
the pioneer members present: Mrs. 
Maggie Bentley, Mrs. Priscilla Hodges, 
Mrs. William Jacobs, Mrs. Josie 
Prevatt and Mrs. Annie Jacobs. The 
ground was broken by Mrs. Bentley, 
then 84 years of age. Mrs. Bentley was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T.P. 
Long and was born at the home of 
her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Canada Jacobs at Lake Pickett. 
 Rev. Walter Routh was pastor 
at this time and labored diligently 
along with the members in digging the 
foundation. George Maurice Jacobs 
brought the blocks and ·other materi-
als in by truck. The materials for in-
side the structure were cut from pine 
timber donated by Mrs. Annie Jacobs 
and constructed by Mr. J.C. Barrington then 75 years of age. Other members 
were very generous with their contributions of money and labor. 

 The building was completed and dedicated on Easter Sunday of 1956, 
one year later. In December of the same year, a central heating system was 
installed, and in 1957 a new Allen organ was purchased, which was still being 
enjoyed through the 1970s. In 1961, the new educational building was started 
under the leadership of Rev. Charles Swaggerty who had served so faithfully 
for eight and a half  years and at this time had to resign in order to complete 
his ministerial education.  

Left to right: Rev. Walter Routh, Mrs. Josie Prevatt, 
Mr. William Jacobs, Mrs. Priscilla Hodges, Mrs. Annie 
Jacobs, and Mrs. Maggie Bently on ground-breaking 

day for the present church building in 1955. 

Ground-
breaking 

day of our 
current 
church 

building in 
1955. The 
previous 

wood 
church 

building is 
seen to 

the left in 
the photo. 

 During the absence of Reverend Swaggerty, Rev. Joe Warden of 
Tucson, Arizona was called as pastor and served for a short period of time. 
It was during this period of time that the church purchased the surrounding 
17 lots of land from Mr. and Mrs. C.V. Webb of Jacksonville. After his res-
ignation, Rev. Josh Long was called, who served approximately one and a 
half years. After his resignation, Brother Victor Mawby, one of our mem-
bers, served as supply pastor and was later called as pastor. He served ap-
proximately 3 years before resigning. Upon completion of his education, 
Brother Swaggerty returned and pastored until 1990. Under his leadership 
we purchased our new auditorium furniture and floor covering.  

Above: Charles Swaggerty with his daughter and 
granddaughter on the 100th anniversary  cele-
bration in 1973 

Left: Reverend Charles Swaggerty in 1974 

Below: A drawing of the church from the front 
of  a church bulletin in 1970 


